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SUBJ: DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER CONFIRMS KUWAIT PURCHASES OP SOVIET 
ARMS 

1. IN CONVERSATION ON OTHER MATTERS REPORT SEPTELS, DEPPRIMIN 
SHAIKH JABER AL-ALI CONPIRMED TO ME THAT KUWAIT HAD AGREED 
TO PURCHASE SOVIET WEAPONS WORTH $300 MILLION. HE WAS SOMEWHAT 
VAGUE AS TO SPECIPIC ITEMS, BUT INDICATED THESE INCLUDED MISSILES 
HAVING 200 KM RANGE (PROBABLY SCUD) AND 70 KM RANGE (PROBABLY 
PROG). HE DID NOT COMMENT ON ANY OTHER ITEMS OF EQUIPMENT 
THAT MIGHT ALSO BE INCLUDED. IN RESPONSE 
TO MY QUERY, JABER 

ADMITTED THEY WOULD HAVE TO TAKE SOME SOVIET ADVISORS, BUT SAID 
THAT THESE WOULD BE KEPT TO MINIMUM. BULK OP ADVISORS NEEDED 
TO TRAIN KUWAITI ARMED PORCES IS USE OP THESE WEAPONDS WOULD 
BE DRAWN PROM EGYPTIAN AND SYRIAN MILITARY. 
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2. DEPPRIMIN STATED THAT DECISION TO PURCHASE SOVIET WEAPONS 
WAS BASED MORE ON POLITICAL NEED TO DIVERSIFY SOURCES OF 

ARM SUPPLIES RATHER THEN DESIRE TO OBTAIN SOVIET WEAPONS PER SE. 

HE INSISTED THAT KUWAIT ARMED FORCES WOULD CONTINUE TO RELY ON 
US AND UK FOR SUPPLY OF MAJOR DEFENSE EQUIPMENT AND FOR MILITARY 
TRAINING, SINCE GOK PLACED ITS TRUST IN THOSE COUNTRIES WITH 
RESPECT TO PROBLEMS INVOLVING ITS DEFENSE. HE NOTED THAT SOME 
WEAPONS WERE ALSO BEING PURCHASED FROM YUGOSLAVIA AND, OF COURSE, 

MILITARY EQUIPMENT HAD ALSO BEEN OBTAINED FROM FRANCE. HE STRESSED 
THAT THIS DIVERSIFICATION OF SUPPLIERS WAS POLITICAL NECESSITY, 

SO THAT GOK COULD COUNTER NATIONAL ASSEMBLY CRITICISM THAT KUWAIT 
WAS TYING ITSELF TOO CLOSELY TO AMERICANS AND BRITISH. 

3. JABER AL-ALI ALSO POINTED OUT THAT FACT KUWAIT WAS PURCHASING 
MISSILES FROM SOVIET UNION, WHICH WAS ALSO MAJOR ARMS SUPPLIER 
FOR IRAQ, WOULD HELP BLUNT ANY IRAQI CRITICISM STEMMING FROM 
FACT THAT THESE MISSILES WOULD BE AIMED AT IRAQ ITSELF AS ONLY 
COUNTRY IN GULF AREA WHICH POSES MAJOR THREAT TO KUWAIT. 
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